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Demand of his Liberry ro the GE NER ALL, Drenb., 26,1648! with 


his Anſwer thereto,and his Declaration and Proteſtation thereu pon? 
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For the Honourable Lord Fairfax, General of the preſent Army. 


aft Heſc arc to acquaint your Lordſhip ; That I being a Member of the Commons Houſe of Parliament, a Freeman of E x 6 x. a » » 
{ a great ſufferer for, and an aſſercor of the Subjes Livernes againſt all Regall and Prelaticall 7 yragny, and no way Subje& to 
your owne, your Councell of Warres, or Officers Milutary power or jurisdiction, going to the Houle ro diſcharge my duty on 
the fixt of this inſtant December, was on the ſtaires next the Commons Houle doore, forcibly kept back fromentring the Houſe 
teized on, and carried away tbence,(without anie pretext of Lawfull Authoritie or cauſe afligned) by Col. Px1Dz and other 
Officers and Souldiers of the Arnue under your Command. And notwithſtanding the Houles demand of my.cnlargement both 
by their Serjeant and otherwiſe, ever ſince unjuſtly detained under your Marſhalls Cuſtodie, and tofſed from place to place, contratie to 
che known Priviledges of Parliament, the libertie of the Subje&, and tundamentall lawes of the land, which you are engaged to.maintain againſt 
all violation. And therefore do hereby demand from Your Lordihip my preſent enlargement, and juſt ribertie, with Your Anſwer hereunto. 
From the Krzgs heed in the Strazd, December 26 1 648. 


| WILLIeA MPRYNNE, 
This was delivered to the Gezera/ls owne hands at his Houſe in Qaeeneſtreet, about three of the clock , the ſame day it beares date ; by Dofor 
Baſtwicke, who returned this anſwer by him, upon the reading thereof - Tha: he knew not but Mr. PRYNNE was already releaſed, and that Hee 


would ſend to his O ficers to know what on ha1 againſt him, Who it tcemes a all things withouthus privity,and feer all the Arnues preſent Coun- 
ſells and Defpgnes, according to their abſolute wills, £/ 


The Publick Declaration, and Proteſtation of William Prynne of Lincolues Ine Eſquire, againſt his pre- 
ſeut Reſtraint : and the preſent deſtruftive Councells and le/uitical = 


Proceedings,ot the Generall, Oficersr and Army. 


william Prynnue, 2 Member of the Houſe of Commons and Freeman of Englazd ; who have formerly ſuffered 8. yeares imprifonment(four of 
them cloſe, three in cxile)three eillories,the loſſe of my Eares, Calling, Eſtate, tor the vindicating of the Subjets juſt Rights and Li- 
berries againſt the arburary Tiramny and 1,iuitice of King and Prel ates, and defence of the Proteſtant Religion here eſtabliſhed; ſpenr 
moſt of my firength and ſtudyes in aſſerting the Peoples uit Freedome , and the Power and Previledges of Parliament, againſt all Op- 
poſers, and never received one farthing ( by way of dammages, gift, or recompence ) or the ſmalleſt benefit or preterment whatſo- 
ever, for all my ſufferings, and publike ſervices, Doe here ſolemn'y declare, before the m{t juſt and righteous God of Heaven and 
Earth, (che ſearcher ofall hearts) the whole K:ngdeme, ©1gliſh Nation, and the world, that having according tothe beſt of my 5k1l and judgment, 
faithtally diſckarged my truſt and duty in the Commons Howſe, upon reall grounds of Religion, Conicience, Juſtice, Laiv , Prudence and right - 
realon, tor the ſpeedy ad effetuall ſettlement of the Peacs and ſafety of our three at raed, ! leeding dytng King «ns, on Munday, the 4th. of Decem- 
ber, ] was on Wedneſday morning nin (the fix of this inſtant) going to the Houſe to aitchage my duty,on the Parlamest # aires next the 
Commons doore, forcibly ſeized upon by Col. Pride, Sir Hardyejje Waer, and other Othcers of the eA,/my (who had then beſet the houſe with 
ftrong Guards and whole Reg iments of Horſe aud Foot ) haled violently thence into the Queers Court, norw1ci:(tanding my Proteltauon of breach 
of Priviledge, both £25 4 Memzer and aF reeman,by a mere uſurped tirannicall poper, withour any lawf ull A aihority, or caule aſfſi cned; and there for- 
eably derained P 7rſoxer7 with other Members there reſtrained by chem) norwithſtanding the Houles doudle demand of my preſest enlargement to 
at te: its ſervice, by the Sergeax:, and that nighe [contrary to faith and pronuſe] carried priſoxer to Hel, and tncre fhurup all night,(wich 40 other 
Members) without any lodging or other accommodations, contrary © the ko9n Priviltedges of Parliament, the fundamental! Lawes of the 
Realme, and Liberty of the Subie; which both Houles, tie three King domesthe Geyer ill with all Officers and Seulaters of the Army,are by ſolema 
Covenant and duty obliged izTiolably ro maratarne. Since which I have, without any I. w:vll Power or Authority, been removed and kept prifones 
in ſeverall places, put to great expences, debarred the liberty of my perſon, calling; and denyed that Hered:rary Freedome, which being to me of 
righr, both as an Freeanar,a Aemier,an emincnr ſufjeer tor the pubhke , and a Chriltian,by theſe who have not the leaſt ſhaddow of Authortty or 
F45izce-to reftraine me,and never yet objected the leaſt cauſe of this my unjuſt reſtraint: 
I do therefore hereby pudbliguely proteſt againk all theſe their proceedings, as the higheſt uſurpation of an Artitrar y axd tyranxicall Power, the 
greateſt breach of Fazth, Truft, Covenant , Previledges of Parliament, and moſt dangerous encroachment on the Subretts Literties,and Lawesef the 
124, ever practiſed in this Kingdome by any Krng or Tyrant , eſpecially by pretended Sarnrs , who hold forth nothing bur Tftece, Righteouſneſſe, 
FAberty of Conſcience,and putlike treedome in all thar Remonſtrance;whiles they are tryumphantly trampling them all under their armed {rex feet. 
And do further hereby appeal to,& ſummon them,vct ore all the Trebunal's & Poxers in Heaven and Earth for exemplary Juſtice _ them, who 
cryout ſo much for it againſt others, leſſe 7 yrauncal, Oppregive, uniuſt, and fediſra2us ro God and men, then themſelves: And doe moreover 
Remenftrate ; that all their preſent exorbirant Attings againſt che King, Parliament, preſent Government, & their New-modled Repreſentative, 
are nothing elſe but the deſigns and projets of Jeſuits, Poprſh Priejis,& Recuſani ,[whobeare chiete ſway in their Councels ] to deftrey and 
ſubvert our Religion, rawes,uiberties, Government, Matejlracy, Miniflry,the preſent and all future Parliamenis the -— his Pofterity,andour three 
King domes, the Generall, yee Officers,and Army themſelves , and that wthſeedy and inevitable certainty ;, to betray them all to our forrargne Po- 
piſh Enemres;and give a juſt ocation tothe Prince and Duktncw inthe papiſts power,to a'tcr their Religion, & engage them,and al ſorargn Prexces 
* and Zftates to exert all their power to ſuppreſſe and extirpace the Proteſtant Religion and Poſe); ors of it through all the world, which theſe wnchri- 
#141, ſcandalous, treacherous Rebellious, Tyranmcall, Jeſuitical , di/loyal., bloody preſent Counſt els and E xorlitances Of this eArmy of Saints,ſo much 
: pretending tO Pzety and 1tice have ſo deepely wounded, ſcandalied, and rendred deteſtable to all pious,carnal! and moral men of al) concitions, 
= All which] am, and ſhall alwayes be ready to make good before God, Angels, Men,and our whole three Kingdoms in a free and full Parliament, 
pon all juſt occaſions; and ſeal the truth of it with the laſt drop of my deareſt blood, Inwitneſke whereot , I have hereunto ſubſcribed my Name : 


at the gue ofthe Kings bead in the STaany; Decemb, 26, 16 48, 
ho | WILLIAM PRYNNE. 
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